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SOME PRESS COMMENTS

This is a more absorbing thriller —as assured
in its craftsmanship as it is pungent in its wit
and acule in its observation of place and
people...... The construction is taut and in
reirospect. every scene and character would
appear in place...... The capacity to mingle
diverse clements and moods is indeed the most
striking achicvement...... Soumitra Chatterjee
brings the cool. wisc-cracking detective to life.
The boy is adorable and his grandfather's
cheerful indulgence an interesting invention
Statesman

Three Cheers for Feluda...... The atmosphere
of tension and suspense (sans the motor-chases
and the gun-duels) is sustained throughout by
a haunting style of photography which per-
fectly balances the light and shade to create a
mood of gothic mystery.

Amrita Bazar Patrika

Satyajit Ray's sleuth is for all age groups.

The film is embellished with Ray's artistic

touches and provides a feast to the eyes.
Cine Advance

Joi Baba Felunath—Crime, suspense, thrills
and above all a faultless and unparallel
human document...... Situations have been
supremely hightened by the excellent photo-
graphy and wonderful editing.

Ananda Bazar Patrika
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The Story « Inhalt » Le Sujet

Benaras for a holiday with his young cousin Tapesh and his friend Lal-

RIVATE investigator Pradosh Mitter (Felu) arrives in the Holy city of
I mohan Ganguly, popular writer of boy’s adventure stories.

On being told about a strange holyman by the Hotel Manager, they go

to have a look at Machhli Baba (Holy Fish), who is supposed to have swam

his way to Benaras from Allahabad and who gives blessings to s

many devotees every evening by the river side. Here Felu meets Umanath
Ghosal, who informs him of the theft of a rare and valuable

gold statuette of Ganesh—the Elephant God—from his father's safe.

Felu is engaged by Umanath's father Ambika Ghosal, a retired lawyer,

to unravel the mystery of the missing Ganesh. Felu begins by interrogating the members of

the Ghosal household which includes besides Umanath and Ambika, Umanath's eight-vear old son
Ruku, who talks in riddles and identifies himself with Captain Spark, a daredevil hero of boy’s
fiction. Also living with the Ghosals is young Bikash, a dependent of the family.

Umanath informs Felu that the rich businessman Maganlal—who happens to be one of the holyman’s
disciples—had offered him a large sum of money for the Ganesh, but Umanath had turned

down his request. Maganlal is widely suspected of selling smuggled Indian art objects

to foreigners, although a raid by the Police at his Calcutta residence had revealed nothing.

Later, Felu has an encounter with Maganlal, who offers him money to give up his investigations,
Felu refuses to accept the bribe and is threatened by Maganlal. Felu, however, realises that
the Ganesh has not yet come in possession of Maganlal, and may still be in the Ghosal’s residence.

Notwithstanding Maganlal's threats, Felu continues with his investigations. He discovers that the Holyfish
is actually a henchman of Maganlal, who receives the stolen art objects from
him, to be later collected by Maganlal.

Felu eventually solves the mystery of the missing Ganesh, recovers it and restores it to itz owner.

Cousin Tapesh und seinem Freund Lalmohan Ganguly, einem bekannten
Schriftsteller von Abendteuergeschichten fiir Jungens, kommt in die

DER Privatdetektiv Pradosh Mitter (Felu) zusammen mit seinem jungen
hethige Stadt Benares um Urlaub zu machen.

Auf Grund ciner merkwiirdigen Geschichte, die lhnen vom Hoteldirektor erzihlt
wird, machen sich die drei auf, um sich Machhli Baba (Heiliger Fisch), der
von Benares nach Allahabad geschwommen sein soll und der szine

Anhiinger jeden Abend am Fluufer segnet, anzusehen. Hier trifft Felu Umanath
Ghosal, der ihm vom Dicbstahl einer seltenen und wertvollen Ganesh-
Goldstatue—dem Elephanten Golt—aus dem Safe seines Vaters bernichtet.

Felu wird beauftragt von Umanaths Vater Ambika Ghosal, cinem pensionierten
Rechtsanwalt, das Ritsel um das Verschwinden des Ganesh zu losen. Felu
beginnt die Mitglieder des Ghosal Haushaltes, die neben Umanath und
Ambika auch Umanaths acht Jahre alten Sohn Ruku einschlic Ben. der in
Ritseln spricht und sich mit Kapitiin Spark, einem waghalsigen Helden aus
Jungenbiichern identifiziert, zu verhdren. Weiterhin wohnt der junge Bikash,
ein Angehdriger der Familie bei den Ghosals.

Umanath berichtet Felu, dapder reiche Geschaftsmann Maganlal, der auferdem einer der Jiiger

des heilipen Fisches ist, ihm bereits vor dem Verschwinden eine grofe Summe Geld fiir die Statue des
Ganesh angeboten hat, was Umanath aber abgewicsen hatte. Maganlal ist allgemein verdachtigt,
geschmuggelte indische Kunstobjekte an Auslinder zu verkaufen, obgleich cine Razia in seinem Haus in
Calcutta durch die Polizei keine Beweise ergeben hat.

Spiter, wihrend dem Verlauf der Nachforschungen hat Felu eine Begegnung mit Maganlal, der ihm
Geld anbietet und als Gegenleistung das Einstellen der Nachforschungen erwartet.  Felu verweigert die
Annahme des Bestechungsgeldes und wird von Maganlal bedroht. Felu findet jedoch heraus, dafder
Ganesh noch nicht im Besitz von Maganlal gelangt ist und sich wahrscheinlich noch

im Hause von Ghosal befindet.

Trotz der Drohungen von Maganlal setzt Felu seine Untersuchungen fort. Er entdeckt, der der heilige
Fisch ein Gefolgsmann von Maganlal ist, der dic gestohlenen Kunstobjekte verwahrt, um sie zu
einem spateren Zeitpunkt wieder an Maganlal abzugeben.

Am Ende 16st Felu das Ritsel um den verschwundenen Ganesh und gibt ihn dem Eigentiimer zuriick.

M rechercheur privé, Pradosh Mitter (Felu), arrive dans la Sacrée Cité de Bénares,
pour v passer unc congé avec son jeune cousin, Tapesh et son ami, Lalmohan Ganguly,
écrivain populaire des histoires d’avenfure pour garcons.

Le directeur de Ihitel leur a parlé d'un Saint étrange, et ils partent pour rencontrer Macchli Baba

(Saint Poisson), qui on dit a nagé d’Allahabad jusqu’ & Benares et quidonne ses bénédictions a ses
nombreuses dévols chaque soir sur la rive de la riviere. Felu y rencontre Umanath Ghosal. qui lui parle du
larcin d’unc petite statue, trés rarc ¢t d'une grande valeur, qui represent, Ganesh L'Eléphant Dien, Cette
Statue a été volé du coffre-fort de son péve. Le pére d'Umanath, Ambika Ghosal, qui ¢st un avocal,

en retraite, employe Felu pour déméler le mystére du Ganesh disparu.  Felu commence a interroger les
membres du menage Ghosal, gui comprend, en plus d'Umanath et Ambika, Ruku le fils d'Umanath qui a
huit ans, qui parle toujours en enigme et qui sidentifie avec le Capitaine Spark, un héros casse-cou,

de la fiction. 1l y a aussi le jeune Bikash, un dependant de la famille, qui habite chez les Ghosal.

Umanath inform Felu que I'afflucnt homme d'affaire, Maganlal, qui cst un d_r:s
disciples du saint, lui 2 offert une grande somme d’argent pour le Ganesh, mais
Umanath a refus son offre. Tout le monde soupsonne que Maganlal vend des
contrabands objects d'art indicn aux étrangers, (uUoiqu’ une incursion par la Police
o’ a rien revelé. Plus tard Felu a une recontre avec Maganlal, qui lui offre de
I'argent pour abandonner ses investigations. Felu naccepte pas le pnbde:wn

¢t Maganlal loi menace. De toute fagon, Feluq compris que Maganlal n'a

pas encore reussi a posseder le Ganesh, et que c'est possible qu il est

encore dans la residence Ghosal.

Malgré les menaces de Maganlal, Felu continue avec ses investigations 1l decouvre
que Saint poisson est, en cffet, un partisan de Maganlal, qui recoit, des
objets d'art volés, de lui et que Maganlal les ramasse plus tard.

Eventuellement Felu resoud le mystére du Ganesh disparu, le reprend et le
restaure au propriétaire.
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R. D. BANSAL presents

,"ﬁ"l N
1011"BABA FELUNATH .

(THE ELEPHANT GOD)
A Film by Satyajit Ray

SYNOPSIS

Private investigator Pradosh Mitter (Felu) arrives in Benares for

a holiday with his young cousin Tapesh and his friend Lalmohan
Ganguly, popular writer of boys’ adventure stories.

The same day, they go to take a look at the mysterious

Machhali Baba, who is supposed to have swam his way to Kashi from
Prayag, and who gives darshan to his many bhaktas every evening
at the Darbhanga Ghat. Here they meet Umanath Ghosal, who informs
Felu of the theft of a rare and valuable gold statuette of Ganesh from

his father’'s safe,

Felu iIs engaged by Umanath’s father Ambika Ghosal, a retired

lawyer, to unravel the mystery of the missing Ganesh. Felu begins by
interrogating the members of the Ghosal household which includes,
besides Umanath and Ambika, Umanath’s eight-year old son Ruku who
talks in riddles and identifies himself with Captain Spark, a daredevil
hero of boys’ fiction. Also living with the Ghosals is young Bikash, a

dependent of the family.

Umanath informs Felu that the rich businessman Maganlal, who

Is suspected of smuggling art objects out of the country, had offered
him a large sum of money for the Ganesh, but Umanath had turned

him down.

Later, Felu has an encounter with Maganlal, who offers him

money to give up his investigations. Felu refuses to accept the bribe
and is humiliated by Maganlal.

The mystery deepens as old Shoshi Babu image-maker in the
employ of the Ghosals, is murdered.

e

Maganlal‘s threat potwithstanding, Felu continues with his
investigations and finally solves the mystery of the missing Ganesh.
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